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Auerbach, Arnold J. 

 

Arnold J. “Red” Auerbach (1917-2006) was the architect and mastermind behind one of the most 

dominant franchises in professional sports history, the Boston Celtics. The cigar-chomping Auerbach 

wasn’t a passive bench coach, but an aggressive, demanding and often volatile mentor who coached 

eleven Basketball Hall of Fame recipients and led Boston to 10 Eastern Division titles in 16 years. 

Auerbach’s passionate style reaped large rewards. From 1959 to 1966, the Celtics won eight straight 

NBA championships, a streak unmatched in sports history. His 938-479 (.662) career coaching record 

currently ranks fifth all-time in NBA history. Auerbach led Boston to 99 playoff victories, third all-

time behind Phil Jackson and Pat Riley. Auerbach showcased his coaching prowess in 11 straight All-

Star games. He was named NBA Coach of the Year in 1965, and in 1970, was selected as the NBA's 

25th Anniversary All-Time Team coach. In 1980, the Professional Basketball Writers Association of 

America (PBWAA) named Auerbach the greatest coach in the history of the NBA. Auerbach began his 

coaching career in 1946 in the BAA with the Washington Capitals and led them to the 1947 and 1949 

division titles. In 1950, Auerbach became head coach of the Boston Celtics. After coaching, Auerbach 

joined the Celtics front office full-time and in 1980 was named NBA Executive of the Year. 

 

The following is the citation from his Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award, 1971: 

 

Arnold Jacob Auerbach, who received the degree of Bachelor of Science in Physical Education in 

1940 and the degree of Master of Arts in 1941 from George Washington University, gave early 

evidence of mastery in the sport that was to become his career. As a sophomore, he easily made the 

varsity basketball team, and by his senior year he was high scorer in the District of Columbia – 

averaging about 11 points a game! The game has changed greatly in the three decades since, but 

“Red” Auerbach has always been in the middle of things. After graduation he was a high school coach 

in the Washington area until he joined the Navy. In 1946 he was instrumental in developing a 

professional team in Washington which he was named coach, and since that time he has been a fixture 

in the National Basketball Association.  For over twenty years he has been directing the fortunes of the 

Boston Celtics as Coach and General Manager. As a coach, he was without peer; he has won virtually 

every award and citation available to a professional coach, including membership in the Naismith 

Basketball Hall of Fame. 

  

Red Auerbach, 1940 
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Cartoon of Auerbach's last game, 1940 
 

 

 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Hatchet3540auerbachreincartoon.jpg
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Baldwin, Alec 

 

One of GW’s famous “attendees,” that is, a student who was enrolled at the university but didn’t 

graduate from it, was actor Alec Baldwin.  He was a student here from 1976-79, studying political 

science and drama. As a junior, Alex (as he was known then), ran for President of the George 

Washington University Student Association (GWUSA).  Baldwin was President of the Program Board 

during his time at the university and campaigned for student body president on a platform that declared 

GW had “one of the most pitiable public relations operations of any university in America…The 

University has never made a respectable effort at explaining what ‘Master Plan’ means; what the 

university budget surplus is all about; where your Marvin Center fee goes; what the role of the Board 

of Trustees is at GW.”   

 

He went on to state that students did not wish to despise the administration, but that they needed to 

know what it was doing “with our money and our educations…We must assume that we are the top 

priority at this institution…entitled to investigate any aspect of university life which directly or 

indirectly affects us.” Baldwin wanted to transform the student body from a dispirit group of 

individuals into a “powerful political force whose presence will extend through Rice Hall and the 

entire GW community.”    

 

In an letter to the editor in the Hatchet a month earlier, he was critical of GW being deficient in the 

quality of journalism and broadcasting education it offered at the time, and of the administration’s lax 

attitude in developing academic programs that should thrive in a Washington location. “When GW 

students come to Washington,” he contended, “they must discover the career-oriented opportunities 

available here on their own, with little aid from the Administration…Perhaps GW will open up an 

internship program with Century 21 Real Estate, because we know their interests in that area, don’t 

we?”   

 

Baldwin’s ideas and rhetoric didn’t resonate strongly enough with his fellow students to generate the 

support he needed. The elections for GWUSA positions, held from February 27-March 1, 1979 and 

marked by a relatively small turnout, would end in controversy, with Baldwin right in the middle of it.  

Mike Karakostas, Vice President of the GW Hellenic Society, received 434 votes out of the 2,059 cast. 

Pete Aloe edged Baldwin for second place by a single vote, with 397 votes to Baldwin’s 396. Since 

none of the eight candidates on the ballot received at least 40% of the votes cast, the top two - 

Karakostas and Aloe - faced each other in a run-off election. Baldwin was present at a March 2 recount 

of the results, along with Karakostas and Aloe, but the numbers did not change, in fact he lost votes. 

Mike Endress, campaign manager for Pete Aloe, recalls that Baldwin's campaign slogan was originally 

“Your vote can make a difference,” but was changed later to “One man can make a difference.” The 

irony of that original slogan could not have been lost on Baldwin. 

 

Following the election (which Aloe ended up winning in the run-off with Karakostas), a campaign 

worker for Baldwin insisted that election violations took place that led to Alec’s loss. The most serious 

allegations were against the Aloe campaign, and involved his supporters allegedly electioneering near 

polling stations inside Thurston Hall. They where accused of engaging in “lobbying activities to the 

detriment of Alex Baldwin.” Also, many of the poll workers had also been involved in the campaigns 

of the various candidates. This was described as a “blatant and pervasive conflict of interest,” and led 

to an influx of petitions alleging campaign violations and claims that the Elections Committee was 

derelict in its duties. A Hatchet editorial claimed that the election was “typically dirty, but so has been 
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every other election ever held at GW.  That was bad, but sadly enough, not earthshaking because it was 

expected to some extent.”  

 

A major critic of Baldwin’s in the post-election tumult was Dana Dembrow, editor of the Law 

School’s newspaper the Advocate. He argued in a Hatchet letter to the editor that Baldwin was simply 

the weaker candidate and added that Baldwin’s overall management of the Program Board that year 

had been “woefully incompetent.” Dembrow maintained that Baldwin was just crying over “sour 

grapes” and asserted that none of the “regrettable but inevitable breaches of campaign ethics” that took 

place justified a new election. He went on to say that many students from the Law School did not vote 

for Baldwin. This was due in part, he explained, to the fact that the Program Board had placed no 

advertisements in the Advocate, and did not publicize their activities well on campus. Baldwin 

responded to this critique with a letter to the editor of his own, stating that Dembrow’s characterization 

of the violations being “trivial” and “technical,” a curious statement coming from a man “about to 

embark on a career in law; a career which one would hope is not punctuated by such a glib attitude 

toward regulation.” 

 

As to the charge that the Program Board had not advertised in the Advocate, Baldwin said that the 

Hatchet was the university newspaper. He zinged: “…I am naïve to the code of snobbery so beautifully 

alluded to by Dembow which dictates that law students can only be reached through the law school 

paper and no other…It was not common knowledge at the Program Board that the law school is above 

reading the Hatchet, which is where we chose to advertise, as is our prerogative.” 

 

Baldwin concluded by taking a jab at the indifference of graduate students in general, pointing out that 

there were positions in the Student Association and Program Board open to them. “Often, these 

positions are unfortunately filled by do-nothings whose inaction must inadvertently reflect negatively 

upon the organization and its leader. I further hope that new members of these organizations will do 

greater justice to their positions and those who put them there.” In effect, that was his parting salvo to 

GW. 

 

Today, on his website, Baldwin claims that he had planned to attend law school, but decided later that 

year, on a dare, to audition for the New York University undergraduate drama program.  He was 

accepted, and thus began what would become his professional training. Who knows if any of us would 

have ever heard of Alec Baldwin had he not played Al Gore to Mike Karakostas’ George W. Bush in 

the infamous GW student elections of 1979! 
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Alec Baldwin's campaign photo from the February 22, 1979 Hatchet 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Baldwin_hatchet22279.jpg
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Balfour, Don 

 

Don Balfour earned a B.A. degree from The George Washington University in 1945. While attending 

the university, Mr. Balfour worked as a reporter and later editor of the student newspaper, the Hatchet. 

He was also active with the University Glee Club and Cue and Curtin (drama.) Balfour interviewed the 

new commissioner for the GI Bill while serving as editor for the Hatchet. At the meeting he signed up 

for the GI Bill (having served in the U.S. Army from 1942-43, before attending GW) and thus became 

the first recipient of the GI Bill in the United States. As he explained it:  

 

“…at that time the veterans at the university had formed a club, had been given a 

place to use as a club house, on 22nd street, and the GI Bill was in the process of 

being argued in Congress and being signed….” 

 

By way of background, on June 22, 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the “Servicemen's 

Readjustment Act of 1944,” better known as the “GI Bill of Rights.” As early as 1942, plans were 

being made to handle the anticipated postwar problems. The National Resources Planning Board, a 

White House agency, had studied postwar manpower needs and in June 1943 recommended a series of 

programs for education and training. 

 

It was the American Legion, however, that is credited with designing the main features of the GI Bill 

and pushing it through Congress. The Legion overcame objections by other organizations that the 

proposed bill was too sweeping and could jeopardize veterans getting any help at all. At the time 

Congress already had failed to act on about 640 bills concerning veterans. The GI Bill was introduced 

in the Congress in January 1944, and after a nationwide campaign it passed on June 13. This set the 

stage for Don Balfour to act. 

 

So that’s what led me to seek an appointment with the Veteran’s Administration 

with the man [John M. MacCammon] who was going to head that division, in order 

to get a story for the Hatchet. And I took along with me my discharge so that I 

could…so that I could go to his secretary after the interview with him and get the 

application and start the process. That was on June the 23rd of 1944, and after 

interviewing him and getting all the information I wanted, I asked him how I would 

go about enrolling in the GI Bill, or for GI Bill benefits. And he had just received 

while I was there a call from the White House telling him to go ahead and start 

processing. This was I think the day after the President had signed the bill. So I 

whipped out my discharge and handed it to him, and he dictated this letter which 

was my application for benefits, and then he took my discharge and this letter and 

gave it to his secretary, and shortly thereafter he sent a letter to Miss Sedgwick, who 

was then the secretary of the university, the secretary to the president of the 

university, and that was in July, telling her that I had been approved, and shortly 

thereafter another letter also went to her, went to me making it legal. In September 

of ’44, that allowed me to go to school during the summer program under the G.I. 

bill…. 
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Don Balfour’s student newspaper ID card 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Gw226.jpg
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Columbian Women 

 

 

The “Original Thirteen” women students at Columbian University, c.1895 
 
In 1894, a fire at Ford’s Theater took the life of the father of Mary Chapin, one of the original thirteen 

women to attend Columbian University (it became The George Washington University in 1904.) So 

that she could continue her education, the women students, under the guidance of Professor Charles 

Munroe, formed a group called “Columbian Women,” and raised money for Mary to finish her studies. 

Membership was open to women students, alumnae, and wives of faculty, trustees, and officers of the 

University.  

The major aims of the organization are the advancement of women at the University and the promotion 

of the interests of their alma mater. The major portion of Columbian Women’s activities is the support 

of its Scholarship Fund for women students. The first fund was established in 1897 and since then 

hundreds of young women have been helped through this Fund. Three first ladies of the United States 

have been interested in the scholarship program - Mrs. Calvin Coolidge, Mrs. Herbert Hoover, and 

Mrs. Harry Truman. Mrs. Truman entertained Columbian Women members at a White House tea 

while her husband was in office. Over the years, the organization has also given generous gifts to the 

University itself, including the hospital, Women’s Athletics, and the University Library.  

Many distinguished women have been members, among them novelists Dorothy Betts Marvin (wife of 

former GW President Cloyd Heck Marvin), Mary Roberts Rinehart, Margaret Truman, Judge Sarah T. 

Hughes (who administered the oath of office to President Lyndon Johnson after President John F. 

Kennedy’s death), aviatrix Jackie Cochran, and former GW alumnus and Director of the U.S. Mint, 

Eva Adams.  

The following is part of a Hatchet article from 1927:  

The following sketch in honor of Miss Louise C. Connolly, one of the founders of Columbian Women, 

who died last July, was read by Miss Hazelton at the opening meeting of the organization, held 

October 4, 1927, in the Trustees’ Room in Corcoran Hall:  

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:ColumbianWomen_tennis.jpg


 

9 

 

The organization of the Columbian Women was the beginning of a new era both for the University and 

for women students, to whom the Columbian College, Corcoran Scientific and Medical Schools had 

opened their doors. Previous to this time personal contact of pupils in one school with those in another 

was the exception rather than the rule, but the organization of a general society to which all the 

University women were eligible, and which had for one of its aims the advancement of women both 

outside and within collegiate circles, drew them closer, in common cause, led to a broader outlook, 

new and valuable friendships and inaugurated a social plane that heretofore had not existed.  

With the second object for which The Columbian Women was founded that of promotion of the 

interests of the University, was born a new relation with their Alma Mater. Time has welded closer this 

relationship, each necessary to the other and each appreciative of the precious bond. The years, full of 

accomplishment, have proven the integrity of purpose which actuates our women in their valuable 

service.  

Miss Connolly was a Washingtonian by birth and received her education in both private and public 

schools, graduating from Wilson Normal in 1879 and later from the Corcoran Scientific School of 

Columbian, now George Washington University.  

For ten years she taught in the Barret, Force and Dennison Schools, was transferred to Business High 

School as teacher of English, and finally, in 1906, resigned to become Assistant Superintendent of 

Schools at Newark, N. J.  

For two years she was Superintendent of Schools at Summit, N. J. and later returning to Newark, she 

held the office of Educational Expert for the Newark Public Library, one of the duties of her office 

being that of lecturer at the Metropolitan Museum of Fine Arts in New York, as well as the Library 

Association.  

She was also interested in the political world and aided in the advancement of women through 

women’s societies. Her stories were published by magazines and just prior to her death she had 

finished a novel, a story of Washington life of perhaps 50 years ago, which is now being made ready 

for publication by the MacMillian Publishing Company.  

Miss Connolly was a splendid organizer, a fine teacher and disciplinarian, and was held in high esteem 

by all who knew her. While her membership in The Columbian Women lapsed after she took up her 

residence in other cities, the members of our organization may well feel a pride and ownership in one 

to whom their society is indebted for its being, and where it possible for Miss Connolly to know of the 

wonderful expansion and enthusiastic efforts of those who have adhered so conscientiously to her 

ideals she would feel that her dreams for the University had more than come true.  



 

10 

 

Dulles, John Foster 

 

John Foster Dulles (1888-1959) was appointed Secretary of State under President Eisenhower in 1952, 

and served until his death in 1959. He was famous for his strong stand against communism and his 

doctrine of “brinksmanship,” which he defined as an “ability to get to the verge without getting into the 

war.” 

 

Dulles’s bloodlines almost destined him for diplomacy. He was a nephew by marriage of Robert 

Lansing, Woodrow Wilson’s Secretary of State. His grandfather, John Watson Foster, served as 

Secretary of State under President Benjamin Harrison. In 1907 young John Foster Dulles accompanied 

his grandfather at the second Hague Peace Conference and gained his first experience with diplomacy.  

In order to live with his grandfather, Dulles moved to Washington, D.C. in 1909 and chose to study 

law at George Washington University.   

 

In 1911 Dulles finished the three-year-long program in a span of only two years, scored the highest 

grades ever achieved at the university, and received the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1912. He later 

received honorary degrees in law from many universities.  In 1911, the same year as he concluded his 

coursework at George Washington, Dulles began the practice of law in New York City and eventually 

worked his way up to the prestigious firm of Sullivan and Cromwell.  

 

During his long diplomatic career, he served as a member of the second Pan American Scientific 

Congress, as a special agent of the Department of State in Central America in 1917, as counsel to the 

American Commission to Negotiate Peace in 1918, as a member of the Reparations Commission and 

Supreme Economic Council in 1919, as legal advisor on the Polish Plan of Financial Stabilization in 

1927, and as American representative to the Berlin Debt conferences in 1933.  In 1939 he published a 

book about diplomacy, “War, Peace, and Change.” 

 

Dulles played a key role in the creation and development of the United Nations. He contributed first as 

a member of the United States delegation at the San Francisco Conference on World Organizations in 

1945. He served as a member of the United Nations General Assembly in 1946, 1947, and 1950, as 

Acting Chairman of the United States Delegation at the United Nations General Assembly in Paris in 

1948, and as Consultant to the Secretary of State in 1950.  

 

In 1951 Dulles, the Special Representative of the President, negotiated the Japanese Peace Treaty, “a 

peace of reconciliation” for which he received praise as a “master craftsman.” He also drafted the 

Australian, New Zealand, Philippine, and Japanese Security Treaties in 1950 and 1951.  

 

Dulles died of cancer in 1959, and received a posthumous Distinguished Alumni Achievement award 

in 1964 “for notable achievement in the practice of the law and in diplomacy.” 

 

John Foster Dulles, 1958 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Dulles_John.jpg
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Freeman, Walter 

 

Walter Jackson Freeman II (1895-1972) earned world-wide fame for his work in the field of lobotomy. 

Freeman was born Philadelphia on Nov. 14, 1895 and received an A.B. from Yale in 1916, an M.D. 

from the University of Pennsylvania in 1920, and a Ph.D. from Georgetown University in 1931. He 

was professor of neurology at The George Washington University from 1926-1954, and became 

fascinated with psychosurgery (the scientific treatment of mental disorders by means of brain surgery.) 

Freeman left GW in 1954 but continued his work in California, performing lobotomies and following-

up on patients he had cared for up until his death on May 31, 1972. He married Marjorie Lorne 

Franklin in 1924, and they had six children. James Winston Watts (1904-1994) partnered with 

Freeman until 1949. Watts worked with John Fulton at Yale as a research fellow after medical school, 

and in 1935 joined the staff of the Department of Neurosurgery and Neurological Surgery at The 

George Washington University Hospital, where he remained until his retirement in 1969.  

 

The study of psychosurgery has its origins in the last decades of the nineteenth century, when Gottlieb 

Burckhardt, a Swiss physician, performed operations in 1891 to remove parts of the cortex of six 

schizophrenic patients. After the surgery, some of the patients became calmer, although Burkhardt was 

criticized by medical authorities at the time for performing such a radical procedure.  In the 1930's, 

Egas Moniz, a Portuguese neuropsychiatrist, built on the work Carlyse Jacobsen and John Fulton had 

done on primates. He proposed operating on a human subject, surgically cutting the nerve fibers 

connecting the frontal and prefrontal cortex to the thalamus, which is responsible for relaying sensory 

information to the cortex. In this way, Moniz reasoned, an interruption of the disruptive thoughts and 

behaviors of the psychotic patient might occur. Working with a colleague, he developed a surgical 

technique called leukotomy, in which holes were drilled in the head and a special wire knife, called a 

leukotome, was inserted into the brain matter. Moniz reported that in several cases severely agitated, 

anxious, or depressed patients showed improvement in their symptoms, although he cautioned using 

this technique as a last resort only. 

 

Walter Freeman read Moniz’s reports, and embraced the idea of leukotomy. In September of 1936 

Freeman and Watts operated on a 63 year-old woman who was suffering from depression, agitation, 

and fear. Following the operation, she was calm and her sense of terror seemed to have disappeared.   

After performing several more procedures, they published their first report in November, stating that 

anxiety, confusion, phobias, hallucinations, and delusions had been relieved or erased entirely in some 

patients. There was a down side to the procedure, which the doctors recognized, saying “Every patient 

probably loses something by this operation, some sparkle, some spontaneity, some flavor of their 

personality.” 

 

Freeman and Watts changed the name of the procedure from “leukotomy” to “lobotomy,” to 

distinguish their technique from that used by Moniz. They perfected what came to be known as the 

“Freeman-Watts Procedure,” after much experimentation, but began to perceive the limitations of this 

operation early on. The initial professional reaction to the operations drew outraged responses from 

psychoanalysts and psychiatrists, although these reservations were not voiced to the public at the time.  

The introduction and wide acceptance around this time of shock therapies soon appeared a more 

acceptable alternative to lobotomies. Freeman was a neurologist, and neurologists had traditionally 

taken the view that there were physical causes for mental illness that required physical treatment.  

Psychiatrists on the other hand had argued that mental disorder was exclusively a problem of the mind.  

In the end, it was overcrowded institutions and limited mental health budgets that persuaded the 

medical community to adopt lobotomy as a popular course of treatment. The economic arguments 
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were very strong: a lobotomy could be performed for $250 while it could cost $35,000 or more a year 

to maintain a patient in a hospital. 

 

Walter Freeman was very good at convincing the press about the promises of lobotomy, and pushed it 

as a valid procedure. Up until 1945, Freeman had never actually performed a lobotomy himself, and 

wanted to develop a version of the operation that could be performed not just by neurosurgeons, but by 

anyone. During the winter of 1945, Freeman tried to develop a trans orbital (entry above the eye) 

approach to lobotomy, practicing on corpses. The instruments he and Watts were using were not strong 

enough to penetrate the orbital bone and kept breaking. Needing an implement that was slender, sharp, 

and strong, Freeman found precisely what he was looking for in a cheap, mass produced ice pick. 

Adapting it with a special hammer shaped head (which allowed easier manipulation); this instrument 

was used in the first trans orbital lobotomies in America in a procedure that came to be known as the 

“ice pick lobotomy.” Armed with his new tool, Freeman was convinced that a trans orbital would be a 

simple piece of surgery not requiring the assistance of a neurosurgeon.  He decided that he would 

operate on his first living patient without telling Watts, not dwelling on his own lack of surgical 

experience.   

 

By his tenth patient, Freeman felt confident enough to inform Watts of what he had been doing. Watts 

was not happy, since he believed only a trained neurosurgeon should perform such an operation, and 

threatened to break with Freeman if he continued.  It was the beginning of the end of their relationship 

and within months Watts left the joint practice they ran. By 1948, when Freeman was elected president 

of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, the Freeman Watts standard lobotomy had been 

performed on as many as 20,000 individuals worldwide. In 1949, Egas Moniz won the Nobel Prize for 

Medicine for his pioneering work in psychosurgery, which in turn lent increased credibility to the 

practice of lobotomies. Between 1939 and 1951, some 18,000 lobotomies had been performed in the 

United States alone. By the early 1950's, rumblings about the effects of the lobotomy could be heard, 

as it was being used as a first, rather than a last resort by doctors. Post operative infections and 

fatalities were common, with autopsies showing large areas of the brain, not just selective nerves, 

being destroyed. It was impossible to judge recovery in many patients, and the inert, emotionless, 

inhuman, quality of those lobotomized began to revolt the public.   

 

Lobotomies were finally seen for what they were: not a cure, but a way of managing patients. It was 

seen by many doctors as just another form of restraint, and as some have put it, a mental straitjacket 

applied permanently over the brain. 
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Portrait of Walter Freeman, with inscription to James Watts, his colleague, 1947 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Freemanportrait_1947i.jpg
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Hanback, Hazel (meets a young John F. Kennedy) 

Hazel Hanback graduated from GW in 1940, and had a distinguished career in public service, serving 

many years as a Trustee of GWU. In an oral history interview conducted in 1996, she recalled her time 

in Boston after World War II, and meeting John Kennedy:  

“Now when they sent me on that trip they sent me with a letter in my pocket appointing me temporary 

regional director and I got up there and looked at the political situation and I never used that letter and 

he never knew that I had that kind of authority so that worked out fine. He never caught me at it, either. 

But along about that time, Mrs. Rourke, a lovely lady who was doing some sort of temporary work, 

because everybody had been doing temporary work. Oh, there’s another interesting thing. When I 

looked over the rent situation we had quite a large Italian speaking population in Boston. And they had 

so many complaints and we were inundated with complaints and I went down and I investigated and 

talked to people and stuff and I realized that our examiners…nobody spoke Italian. So, I sent out for 

Italian examiners, and then that problem went away.  

“But meeting Mary Rourke is very interesting, because on Saturdays we all stuck together… the 

guys… all men, and one lady and me. And we’d generally go down to Filenes, not Filenes....What’s 

that place you eat down there? You know, the big…...it’s a wonderful place. I can’t remember the 

name right now. I’ll get it for you. But it’s down and they had gorgeous food and it was all heaped up, 

you know, and it was great. And sometime we’d buy apple pie and baked beans, take it somewhere to 

eat, and Mrs. Rourke invited us to her apartment which I think was 122 Booten Street. So, on Saturday 

nights we’d all get around and talk about everything, but mostly about the business and what was 

going on and everything. So one day she said there is somebody I want you all to meet. So I want you 

to come up to dinner. It’s the same address but it’s a different apartment. I want you to meet a young 

man whom I’m very fond of and I think he’ll go far in the world.  

“So at the appointed time on a Saturday evening, like 6 o’clock, and we had gone down and bought an 

apple pie and whatever, so we truck up to this apartment. This young man opens the door, his shirttail 

was hanging out, kind of dirty, he had filthy tennis shoes on, his hair was hanging five thousand 

different ways and he had a big pitcher of Manhattans in his hand. ‘Come in!’ and we went in this tiny 

apartment which looked like it had never been cleaned and she said ‘I want you to meet John F. 

Kennedy.’ So we spent the evening with John F. Kennedy and his Manhattans. We made baked beans 

out of cans to go with the apple pie. You know, I didn’t know that I was meeting a future president of 

the United States, but one does have bonuses somewhere along the way. I never shall forget that. I was 

not impressed. You had to go through his bedroom to get to his bathroom. All the clothes were on the 

floor, his shoes, his clothes. I mean you just had to step over them. It was like a hazard trail. But it was 

interesting. He was very nice, very affable. We did a lot of laughing, over what I don’t know, but it 

was fun.”  



 

15 

 

Kennedy, Jacqueline Lee Bouvier  

Jacqueline Lee Bouvier Kennedy (1929-1994) was born into New York society, the elder daughter of 

John “Black Jack” Bouvier III and Janet Norton Lee Bouvier Auchincloss Morris. As a child, Jackie 

became a well-trained equestrienne and began a lifelong love affair with horseback riding. Jackie 

attended Miss Porter's School from 1944-47 and afterward was named “Debutante of the Year” for the 

1947-48 season. She then entered Vassar College, attending there from 1947-1948. She spent her 

junior year studying at the Sorbonne in Paris in 1949. She then transferred to George Washington 

University, where she earned a Bachelor’s degree in 1951, majoring in French Literature and Art. In 

her year at GW she took the following courses:  

English 9 – Sophomore composition  

English 10 – Short story 

French 121 – French literature of the Seventeenth Century (1st half) 

French 199, 200 – Readings for the Major in French Literature 

Sociology 1,2 – Man in Modern Society 

Art 141, 142 – Interior decoration 

History 40 – Development of European Civilization (2nd half) 

Secretarial studies IX – Typing (audit) 

After graduating, she got a job as the “Inquiring Photographer” with The Washington Times-Herald. 

She would travel around Washington D.C. asking people for their opinions on certain issues and then 

take their picture. This is how she came to meet Massachusetts Senator John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 

whom she married in 1953.  

William Turner, a former dean of the Columbian College remembered her as a “very attractive, very 

pleasant young woman,” who kept a low profile during her year at GW. Professor of English Muriel 

McClanahan recalled that Jackie sat in the back of her composition class, chatting in French with 

fellow student Joe Metivier. “He was a Maine man who lived on the Canadian border, so he spoke 

French…She was beautiful and she could write like a million. She didn’t need to take my class.”  
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Mitchell, Billy  

William Landrum (Billy) Mitchell (1879-1936) was an American general who is regarded as the father 

of the U.S. Air Force. He is arguably the most famous and most controversial figure in American 

airpower history. Mitchell came to the George Washington University (then known as Columbian 

University) as a member of the Preparatory Department in 1894. He was admitted to the university in 

1895 and spent three years there as a student, and was a member of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity. In 

April of 1898, he was said to have been sitting in the gallery of the U.S. Senate listening to his father, 

John L. Mitchell, when word came that war had been declared with Spain. He immediately left the 

gallery and rushed home to pack, and was off to join a regiment in Wisconsin. He never returned to the 

university. At a meeting of the Columbian College faculty May 8, 1919, a recommendation was 

received and approved by the Board of Trustees that the degree of Bachelor of Arts be conferred on 

Mitchell at the next commencement, retroactively, as of the class of 1899.  

Mitchell had an illustrious career in the U.S. Army, and began studying flying in 1915. In World War I 

Mitchell, then a Lieutenant Colonel, collaborated extensively with British and French air leaders, 

studying their strategies as well as their aircraft. Before long, Mitchell had gained enough experience 

to begin preparations for American air operations. He rapidly earned a reputation as a daring, 

flamboyant, and tireless leader. Mitchell eventually was elevated to the rank of Brigadier General and 

commanded all American combat units in France.  

Following the war, Mitchell infuriated the Navy by claiming he could sink ships under war conditions, 

and boasted he could prove it if he were permitted to demonstrate. In 1921, he successfully sank the 

German WWI battleship, the Ostfriesland, which had been set for destruction as a post-war move 

towards a balance of power. This proved to Mitchell that surface fleets were obsolete. In 1924 Mitchell 

predicted in a 324-page report a future war with Japan, including the attack on Pearl Harbor. His report 

was mostly ignored.  

When the Navy dirigible Shenandoah crashed in a storm in 1925, killing 14 of the crew, Mitchell 

issued a statement accusing senior leaders in the Army and Navy of incompetence and “almost 

treasonable administration of the national defense by the Navy and War Departments.” He was court-

martialed, found guilty of insubordination, and suspended from active duty for five years without pay. 

Mitchell resigned from the Army in 1926, and spent the next decade writing and preaching air power 

to all who would listen. He died in 1936.  

In 1953 GW dedicated the “Mitchell Parade” at 22nd and H streets, N.W. It was meant as a training 

ground for Air Force ROTC students. The plaque was unveiled by Mitchell’s daughter Elizabeth, who 

was a senior in the Columbian College.  
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Shirley, J. Dallas 

J. Dallas Shirley (1913-1994) graduated from George Washington University in 1936, where he was a 

member of the basketball team. He received a Distinguished Alumni Achievement award from GW in 

1981, and was elected to the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1980.   

 

Dallas Shirley was known worldwide as an authority on basketball rules, and ranks among the most 

popular officials of all time. His outgoing personality and staunch work effort enabled him to travel the 

world. He devoted much of his life to recruiting, training and improving officials through his many 

papers and clinics. In a 33-year career that saw J. Dallas officiate more than 2,000 games, he served as 

a member of the Southern Conference, Atlantic Coast Conference, ECAC and Mason Dixon 

conference officiating staffs. His officiating legacy spanned numerous NIT and NCAA tournament 

games, as well as the international circuit. He also refereed a game for Power Memorial High School 

in New York in the 1960s, a significant event since the starting center for Power Memorial was the 

future Hall of Famer Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (then Lew Alcindor). A member of the NBA’s first 

officiating crew, Shirley was the only American official chosen to work at the 1960 Olympic Games in 

Rome. A noted specialist in his field, Shirley has held a number of prestigious positions, including 

President of the IAABO (1952), the CBOA (1954) and the NABA. Knowledgeable in all aspects of the 

game, Shirley has conducted clinics in a dozen different countries. A true professional, Shirley is one 

of the most highly acclaimed officials by coaches, players and fellow officials. He was President and 

charter member of the College Basketball Officials Association (1955-1956), a member of the NCAA 

Rules Committee, the chief official of the1959 Pan American Games, a member of the U.S. Olympic 

Basketball Committee (1976) and Chairman of the U.S. Olympic Basketball Officials Committee 

(1976). 

 

J. Dallas Shirley in his officiating days 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Shirley_dallas_2006acc416.jpg
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Student Life (1855) 

 

GENERAL RULES OF DISCIPLINE 

 

As the objects of the College demand that it be not made the resort of the idle and negligent, nor of the 

dissolute and the lawless, its discipline is adapted to secure dismission, after a sufficient trial, of all 

those whose residence can be of no benefit either to themselves or to the College. 

 

A merit-roll is therefore kept, and against the name of each student is placed a numerical mark 

designating the name of each College exercise; also a numerical mark of demerit from one to ten for 

violations of College laws. When any student has fifty marks of demerit, his parents or guardians will 

be informed of it; and when he shall have one hundred such marks for any one term, or one hundred 

and fifty for any one year, he must leave the Institution. The average of the merit-roll, including all 

absence from College exercises and all excuses granted, however reasonable, will be sent half 

quarterly to the parents or guardians of the students. In all cases where they think that too much liberty 

is allowed the student, they are requested frankly to communicate their views to the President. 

 

Every student, after having signed a declaration of his deliberate intention to obey all the laws of the 

Institution, so long as he shall remain a member of it, and after having received a certificate of 

matriculation from the President, must deposit with the Registrar of the College a sum equal to one-

half of all the annual College charges; and no student can be permitted to recite, until he shall have 

arranged for his College bills to the satisfaction of the Registrar. No abatement for absence, after 

admission, is made in the bill for board for less than one month, nor in any other College bill for less 

than one term; except in case of protracted illness. 

 

Every student is required to make choice of his studies immediately upon the commencement of the 

term, to present himself at the first exercise, and punctually to attend all the exercises pertaining to his 

course.  The advantages of an attendance upon Congress, upon the Lectures at the Smithsonian 

Institution, etc., are regarded as facilities to students of the College. In order that these advantages may 

be secured, with profit to the student, and without detriment to his proficiency in study, the recitations 

of the advanced Classes are brought into the early portion of the day; closing generally at one o’clock 

P. M., and on Saturday at eleven o'clock A. M. Any parent or guardian, who desires a special privilege 

for his son or ward in this respect, must signify it in writing to the Faculty. 

 

All students are required to abstain from whatever is inconsistent with a due observance of the Sabbath, 

and regularly to attend, every Sabbath morning, such particular place of Divine Worship as may be 

chosen by themselves, or by their parents or guardians. On Sabbath night they are expected to attend 

religious service at the College Chapel when such service shall be appointed. But any student may for 

sufficient reasons be excused by the President, or by one of the Professors, to attend, either morning or 

night, other places of worship. 

 

All immorality in word or deed, and all ungentlemanly conduct are, strictly forbidden. No student is 

allowed to attend the theatre, or any such place; or to visit any bar-room or similar establishment; or to 

visit any hotel but for special and adequate reasons. No student is allowed to have at his command any 

deadly weapon, or gunpowder; any cards or other means of gambling; or any intoxicating liquor. No 

camphene or burning fluid is allowed in the College building. 
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Any student is entitled to an honorable dismission at any time according to his actual standing, 

provided his College bills are fully discharged, and provided, if a minor, he has the written sanction of 

his parent or guardian; but this written sanction shall be left with the President. It is earnestly hoped 

that, whenever a student can no longer cheerfully comply with College rules, he will leave the 

Institution but no student who resists College law, or who endeavors to influence other members of the 

Institution against either the officers or the laws of the College, can be honorably dismissed. 
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Travell, Dr. Janet G. 

Dr. Janet G. Travell (1901-1997) was truly a remarkable woman. On the wall of her medical office 

hung a wooden plaque someone had given her with an inscription carved in it which read: “It’s Better 

To Wear Out Than To Rust Out.” She often said in lectures, “Life is like a bicycle. You don’t fall off 

until you stop pedaling.” She followed her own advice and kept pedaling all her life, leaving behind a 

pioneering work related to myofascial pain and its treatment.   

 

Janet Travell was born in 1901 to Willard and Janet Davidson Travell. Her father was a practicing 

physician for over sixty years, and his enthusiasm for life and medicine influenced both Janet and her 

sister Virginia (Travell Weeks) to follow in his footsteps. Janet graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 

Wellesley College in 1922. In 1926 she earned her M.D. from Cornell University Medical College 

(New York City), receiving the John Metcalf Polk Memorial Award for the highest scholastic standing 

during her four years in medical school. Two years of internship and residency at New York Hospital 

followed, in which she simultaneously served as ambulance surgeon on the New York City police 

force. She was given the rank of Lieutenant, and described the period as “really fascinating and 

valuable” to her medical training.   

 

Dr. Travell married John W.G. Powell, an investment counselor, in 1929. The marriage, which lasted 

until Mr. Powell’s death in 1973, produced two daughters, Janet and Virginia. Following her residency 

at New York Hospital, Dr. Travell was a research fellow at Bellevue Hospital, studying the effect of 

digitalis in thousands of patients with lobar pneumonia. She then returned to Cornell and began work 

in the Department of Pharmacology as an Instructor and later as Associate Professor of Clinical 

Pharmacology. Before acquiring a special interest in muskuloskeletal pain, Dr. Travell was Consultant 

in Cardiology at Sea View Hospital in Staten Island, doing studies on chest pain.   

 

It was during her time studying arterial diseases at Beth Israel Hospital in New York as a Josiah Macy, 

Jr. Foundation fellow (1939-1941) that Dr. Travell became absorbed in the problems of skeletal muscle 

pain.  Dr. Travell helped develop new anesthetic techniques for treating painful muscle spasm by 

employing local procaine injection and vapocoolant sprays such as ethyl chloride (used widely in 

sports medicine today), and, starting in the mid-1950’s, Flouri-Methane spray. It was this pioneering 

expertise that changed her life in more ways than one. In 1955 she was called upon by the orthopedic 

surgeon of then Senator John F. Kennedy, who had failed to recover from major back surgeries related 

to injuries he suffered in World War II.  Dr. Travell was able to locate muscular sources for his chronic 

pain, and injected low-level procaine directly into the Senator’s lumbar muscles, which proved 

effective.  She also discovered that one of Kennedy’s legs was shorter than the other, and ordered 

special shoes that would relieve the stress this condition put on his back.  Without the medical 

expertise of Dr. Travell, Kennedy and his family were convinced that he would not have been able to 

further his political aspirations.   

 

When John Kennedy was elected President in 1960, he appointed Dr. Travell to the post of Personal 

Physician to the President, because of his strong belief in her work. Thus, she became the first woman 

to hold the position. She advocated his use of a rocking chair to alleviate President Kennedy’s back 

pain and in the process popularized their use among the public, who saw the President pictured in his 

rocker in the Oval Office. (Dr. Travell took aspects of seating design seriously, and worked as a 

consultant to such companies as John Deere and Lockheed to produce more comfortable and 
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supportive seats for tractors and airplanes.) Dr. Travell would go on to serve President Lyndon 

Johnson after the death of President Kennedy, and left the White House in 1965.   

 

Dr. Travell, who was appointed to the staff of The George Washington University School of Medicine 

and University Hospital as Associate Clinical Professor of Medicine shortly after coming to the White 

House, remained active teaching, writing, and giving lectures across the country up until her death in 

1997. She was the author of more than 100 scientific articles and co-authored, with long-time 

colleague David G. Simons, M.D., the acclaimed two-volume book Myofascial Pain and Dysfunction 

and The Trigger Point Manual. In 1968, Dr. Travell published her autobiography, Office Hours: Day 

and Night. She said she wrote it for a number of reasons: to inform young people about the profession 

of medicine, to represent to parents and educators the life of a female physician, to present a 

philosophy of medicine and a way of life, and to record for history personal recollections of her years 

in the White House. In its pages one finds a woman of incredible physical and mental vitality.   

 

The zeal Dr. Travell had for life was evident in her professional career as well. The pioneering 

techniques she developed for treating and controlling muscle pain were shared with other physicians as 

well as dentists, nurses, physical therapists, acupuncturists, massage therapists, chiropractors, followers 

of Kinesiology, and other members of the healthcare profession. The work of Dr. Travell allowed 

countless patients to benefit from her research and practice over the course of her life, and well beyond. 

 

 

Dr. Travell and JFK 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Janet_and_JFK_113.jpg
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Truman, Margaret 

Margaret Truman, daughter of President and Mrs. Harry S. Truman, was born on February 17, 1924, in 

Independence, Missouri. She was christened Mary Margaret Truman.  She attended public school in 

Independence until 1934 when her father was elected to the United States Senate. From 1935 until 

1942, her school year was divided between Independence and Washington, DC. She was a student at 

the public schools in Independence from September to January. From January to May she attended 

Gunston Hall, a private school for girls in Washington. Graduated in 1942, she then enrolled at The 

George Washington University and in 1944, the year her father was elected Vice President, she was 

awarded the Associate of Arts degree. She graduated from George Washington University in 1946, 

receiving the Bachelor of Arts degree in history. Her father, who had been President since April 12, 

1945, gave the commencement address and presented her with her diploma.  

 

When she was sixteen years old, she began taking voice lessons in Independence from Mrs. Thomas J. 

Strickler, a family friend. She debuted as a concert singer in 1947 and made twenty-five or thirty 

concert tours until 1955. She signed a contract with the National Broadcasting Company in 1951. On 

May 27, 1955, substituting for Edward R. Murrow on his television show “Person to Person,” she 

interviewed her parents. In 1955 and 1956, she acted as hostess on a radio program called “Weekday.” 

In February 1965, she started her first daily television show as co-host on a half-hour special events 

program broadcast live from Philadelphia. In 1966, she conducted a radio program called “Authors in 

the News,” a five-minute interview with prominent writers which was broadcast each weekday on 

more than one-hundred radio stations. Truman received an honorary Doctor of Letters from GW in 

1975.  

 

In 1955, Miss Truman met Clifton Daniel, at that time assistant to the foreign news editor of the New 

York Times. They were married on April 21, 1956, and had four children. She is the author of over 

twenty books, including biographies of her mother and father, as well as several best-selling mystery 

novels set in Washington, D.C. 

 

Margaret Truman studying with roommate Jane Lingo, c.1945 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Gw52.jpg
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Graduate Margaret Truman with her father and GW President Cloyd Heck Marvin, 1946 

http://161.253.158.31/gwencyclopedia/index.php/Image:Gw105.jpg
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Ward, Lester Frank 

Lester Frank Ward (1841-1913), described by some as the father of American sociology, was born 

June 18, 1841 in Joliet, Illinois. The Ward family was not wealthy so there was no extra money with 

which to send Lester to school for a formal education. Instead, Ward was self-educated in his youth. 

Some reports indicate that Ward taught himself many languages including Latin, Greek and German, 

and could read Russian, Japanese and Hebrew. His studies also included mathematics and geology.  

 

His contributions to sociology are almost forgotten today, but at one time he was considered to be one 

of America's leading intellectuals. The Ward family moved from Illinois to Myersburg, Pennsylvania 

while Frank was still young. By day Ward joined his brother Cyrenus in their wagon wheel shop. By 

night he devoured books and developed a craving for knowledge and study. Some believe that Ward's 

childhood spent in poverty, followed later by hard labor in the wagon shop, instilled in Ward an 

outrage at society’s injustice and inequalities. 

 

In the early 1860’s Ward attended classes at the Susquehana Collegiate Institute in Towanada. On 

August 13, 1862 he married Elizabeth “Lizzie” Caroline Bought. When the Civil War broke out, Ward 

joined a local Pennsylvania regiment and was seriously wounded at Chancellorville. Like many 

soldiers away from home to fight in the war, Ward kept a journal which is still available today under 

the title Young Ward’s Diary. Some of his thinking about society and inequality developed further 

during his Civil War experience. 

 

After the war he began working for the federal government while continuing his education. From 1865 

to 1881 Ward was employed by the United States Treasury Department. During this period he studied 

at Columbian College (now George Washington University) from which he received the A.B. degree 

in 1869, the LL.B. degree in 1871, and the A.M. degree in 1872. He received an honorary Doctor of 

Laws from the university in 1898.  In 1882 Ward was appointed assistant geologist for the U.S. 

Geological Survey, a post he held for two years. He served the USGS for the remainder of his career in 

the federal government, receiving promotions to Geologist in 1889, and Paleontologist in 1892. 

In addition to his USGS work, Ward was appointed Honorary Curator of the Department of Fossil 

Plants in the US National Museum in 1882. He remained in charge of the national collections of fossil 

plants until his resignation from the USGS in 1905. In that year he accepted a faculty appointment at 

Brown University, where he remained until his death. 

 

Ward is best remembered for his pioneering work in sociology. Between 1883 and his death in 1913, 

he completed several important works including Dynamic Sociology (1883), Outlines of Sociology 

(1898), Pure Sociology (1903), and Applied Sociology (1906.)  

 

His book Dynamic Sociology was revolutionary, arguing that progress depended on a planned society 

led and controlled by a benevolent government, that provided universal education, freedom from 

poverty and happiness for all. When this book was first published, courses in sociology were 

nonexistent in American universities, and by the time the second edition was published in 1896, 

sociology was being taught in all colleges.  

 

Ward supported the idea of equality of women as well as the equality of all classes and races in society. 

He believed in universal education as a means of achieving this equality. Many of his ideas were 

unpopular among his male contemporaries, but would probably play better to an audience today. In 
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1906 and 1907, Ward served as the first President of the American Sociological Society (now known 

as the American Sociological Association). He also served as the editor of the American Journal of 

Sociology starting in 1905.  

 

The eminent historian Henry Steele Commager said, “In perspicacity, intellectual acumen and 

imagination, Lester Frank Ward takes place alongside William James, John Dewey and Oliver 

Wendell Holmes as one of the creative spirits of 20th century America.” 

 

Lester Ward died April 18, 1913. 

 

 

 

Lester Frank Ward 
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