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The make-up of the teams and format of play had 
been discussed previously by both sides. In her 
correspondence with the LGU, Margaret Curtis 
stated in early 1931, ‘we were quite definite in our 

suggestion that the team should be of five, with a possible 
substitute, and the foursomes either four or six players’. Other 
members of the Women’s Committee, however, thought six or 
seven might be a more suitable number. On the 5th of May, 
Miss MM Macfarlane, Secretary of the LGU, told Curtis, ‘I am 
instructed to say that my Committee is in favor of teams of six 
players a side and foursomes and singles to be played’.1

Proposals
On the 23rd of May, Helen Corson wrote to Macfarlane, stating 
that 

the consensus of opinion here agrees entirely with your 
committee that six players a side would be the most 
satisfactory number. I understand that Miss Maureen Orcutt 
is planning to play in the British championship this June, 
and I wonder if it would help to talk matters over with her 
unofficially. 

Orcutt did act as an emissary and had substantial discussions 
with the LGU. In a letter to Helen Corson on the 25th of July, she 
conveyed the main requests of the LGU: teams of six players 
with two reserves, six singles and three foursomes matches to 
be played to the finish, and a non-playing captain (this was 
suggested but left up to each side). The question of nationality 
was also discussed, which ‘would affect England more than 
us’, wrote Orcutt. A date was suggested for a week before the 
Ladies’ British Amateur Championship.

Helen Corson was pleased with Orcutt’s efforts. ‘You 
couldn’t have found out more things that I wanted to know if 
I had been able to list them’. Corson wrote to Herbert Ramsay 
the next day, saying ‘we have to decide how the team will be 
chosen and by whom it will be chosen and who the captain 
will be’. Ramsay responded by saying, ‘while we shall naturally 
look to your Committee for the initial action in this regard, the 
final approval will have to be left with us … as with all matters 
affecting women’s golf, it has been and is now our disposition 
to accept anything within reason that your Committee adopts’.2

At the end of October, Miss Macfarlane wrote to Corson, 
asking for an update, and telling her a British team had played 
a match with France on the 10th of October. The 1932 Ladies’ 

British Amateur would be played at Saunton (in Devon, 
England) the week of the 30th of May, and the LGU would 

have the courtesy of the course for practice and the qualifying 
rounds from Monday, May 23rd. We suggest the previous 
Friday, May 20th, and Saturday, May 21st, if 36-hole matches 
are played, or Saturday, May 21st, if the matches are 18 holes, 
and will arrange for a course near London.’3

US team selection
Corson, in the meantime, had been waiting to hear back from 
Women’s Committee members on their choices for a team. On 
the 3rd of November, she wrote to Ramsay, ‘I have heard from 
every member of the committee about the international team 
and the consensus of opinion is unanimous so far’ in favor 
of Leona Pressler Cheney, Helen Hicks, Opal Hill, Maureen 
Orcutt, Virginia Van Wie, Glenna Collett Vare, with non-
playing captain Marion Hollins and reserve Dorothy Higbie. 
Corson added that the members of the team were to be 
‘American born without any desire on our part to restrict the 
members of their committee to a similar decision.’4

Leona Pressler Cheney, winner of three Women’s Western 
Amateurs and runner-up to Glenna Collett in the 1929 US 
Women’s Amateur, would also be a member of the 1934 and 
1936 Curtis Cup teams. Her play in 1932 would be decisive. 

Helen Hicks was a good overall athlete and a star basketball 
player in high school. She had the golf bug so badly then that 
she would sneak out of school to play, telling her principal she 
had to go to the dentist for multiple appointments. 

Opal Hill had taken up golf in her 30s as a means of getting 
exercise in the face of a life-threatening kidney ailment, and 
became a top player, winning the Women’s Western Amateur 
three times and Trans-Mississippi four times, among other 
championships. She would play in the Curtis Cup again in 
1934 and 1936.5

Maureen Orcutt, one of the best amateur players in the 
country, making it to the finals of the US Women’s Amateur in 
1927 and 1936, was also a prominent journalist, covering golf 
at the time for the New York World (and later The New York 
Times). She had a long career, playing into her late 80s, and 
would win two US Senior Women’s Amateur championships.6

Virginia Van Wie had reached the finals of the 1928 US 
Women’s Amateur, losing to Glenna Collett 13/12 (the second 
greatest winning margin ever in a final). 

The 1932 Curtis Cup: Its Evolution and Legacy (Part 2)

Lyle Slovick
considers the genesis of a great contest



 |  3CURTIS CUP 

Grantland Rice observed that Glenna Collett displayed ‘a 
brand of golf that would have put Bobby Jones to work’.7 Players 
were intimidated by Collett, but she didn’t try to be that way. 
‘I lost matches because I tried to be too nice’, she would say at 
the end of her life. Van Wie agreed, saying, ‘she made it easy 
for you. ... she didn’t give you the feeling she was out there to 
annihilate you at all’.8 Although Collett would beat her again in 
1930, Van Wie would find success of her own, winning three 
successive US Women’s Amateurs from 1932–1934 before 
retiring from competition.  

Non-playing captain Marion Hollins was born into a 
wealthy family, as her father had a seat on the New York Stock 
Exchange and took the family to Europe often. In addition 
to her skill with golf, Marion became an accomplished 
horsewoman and polo player.9  She won the 1921 US Women’s 
Amateur and organized the Women’s National Golf and 
Tennis Club on Long Island, New York three years later (the 
Club operated until 1941, when it was absorbed into what is 
now the Glen Head Country Club). 

In 1922, she travelled to California to help recover from 
an illness, and while there met with SFB Morse, the president 
of the Del Monte Properties, owner of the Pebble Beach Golf 
Links. He hired Hollins to work for him, and she created a 
lasting legacy when she was granted an option for the purpose 
of forming a golf club on properties the company owned, which 
would become Cypress Point Club. She was the driving force 
in the creation of both the course and the Club’s membership. 

Hollins and Morse had wanted Seth Raynor to design it, 
but when he died, they contacted Dr Alister MacKenzie. Her 
subsequent suggestion to change the original design of the 
sixteenth hole from a weak par-four to the memorable par-
three we know today has become part of golf lore.10  She later 
hired MacKenzie to design Pasatiempo Golf Club in Santa 
Cruz, California, which opened in 1929, a month before the 
Stock Market crashed. 

Hollins, with her vast experience in the worlds of golf 
and business, made her a natural choice to lead other well-
to-do women in this inaugural Curtis Cup. The selection of 
the team had been easier than anticipated. As agreed upon 
at the 1931 Women’s Committee meeting in Buffalo, each 
member submitted fifteen names of women golfers whom she 
considered to be of International Team calibre. 

The lists the committee members returned showed ‘eight 
and only eight names appearing on every list. It doesn’t 
seem possible that we could have decided so quickly and 
so unanimously the selection’, but such was the case. The 
Executive Committee gave formal approval of the players, the 
dates of the 20th and 21st of May were set, and Corson informed 
Macfarlane.11

More debate
Ann Trabue wrote to Corson before Christmas: ‘I had a nice 
visit with Enid Wilson when she was out here and have had 
several letters from her since she arrived home.’ Wilson, who 
won the first of three successive Ladies’ British Amateurs in 

1931, was enthusiastic about the matches, feeling ‘they will do 
a lot to stimulate interest in both countries’.

In early January, Trabue shared her thoughts on having 
Marion Hollins as captain: ‘She has played in England and 
knows a good many of the English players, the probable lineup 
of their team and the conditions over there. I also believe she 
has a very level head and would have the confidence of the 
team members themselves.’12

Hollins, following her selection as non-playing captain, 
wrote to Prescott Bush saying she was ‘greatly surprised and 
am very appreciative’. Trabue was pleased, adding that Enid 
Wilson’s letters left her with the impression that ‘the English 
are more excited about the matches than we are over here. I 
certainly hope that our players will have an opportunity to get 
used to the changed [sic] conditions before the matches’.13

Miss Macfarlane wrote to Herbert Ramsay on the 5th of 
February, saying that her Executive Council approved the 
USGA suggestions for six players and two reserves to a side, 
with three foursomes and six singles matches to be played. She 
also stated that the matches would be played at eighteen holes, 
therefore requiring only a single day of competition. This last 
part was a disappointment to Corson, who told Ramsay that 
since ‘our principal reason for having the matches played at 
eighteen holes was that we didn’t wish to play 36 in one day, 
it comes as a disappointment to me to see that the English are 
now planning to play both singles and foursomes in a single 
day’.

Ramsay wrote to the LGU asking it to reconsider, to which 
Macfarlane replied, ‘I’m afraid my Committee has already 
fixed to play the match in one day. … As it is only over eighteen 
holes, there would be so few matches that to extend it over 
two days would, in their opinion, detract from, rather than add 
to, the success of the occasion, and the general interest in the 
match’.14

Trophy difficulties
A larger, and more delicate sticking point, was the acceptance 
of the cup the Curtis sisters had put up, as witnessed by the 
flurry of correspondence back and forth. ‘One thing that 
struck me as being very strange’, noted Maureen Orcutt of her 
discussions with the LGU in July 1931, 

was this matter of the cup Harriet [sic] and Margaret Curtis 
want to donate for these International Matches. The English 
committee know nothing whatever about this cup except 
rumors or things they have read in the papers. Besides I don’t 
think they want to accept such a donation unless they are able 
to have a half interest in it.

Macfarlane wrote to Ramsay on the 5th of February, 1932 
saying that with regard to the trophy, her Council, 

…while deeply appreciating the generous offer, very much 
regret that they do not consider it advisable that a Cup for 
an International Match should be accepted from a private 
individual. … They have already refused a similar offer from 
a French donor on these grounds, so that you will understand 
the impossibility of accepting one from a private individual 
in another country.
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As far as an individual donating a cup, this didn’t seem to be an 
issue earlier, for in 1921 the LGU rules regarding international 
matches offered an addendum that, ‘A handsome trophy has 
been presented to the LGU by Vice-President Mr. T.H. Miller, 
on which the names of the winning team are inscribed each 
year.’15

Ramsay wrote to Margaret Curtis on the 18th of February, 
telling her he was ‘mortified’ by the LGU’s attitude regarding 
the trophy: 

I tried to make it entirely clear to them that there was no 
desire on the part of our association to attempt to dominate 
in the matter of the trophy, and I even went so far as to assure 
them that I thought it would be entirely agreeable to you and 
your sister to donate the trophy jointly to both bodies. 

The same day he penned a letter to Macfarlane, noting that the 
Curtis’s ‘would be delighted to give the trophy anonymously 
and donate it to the two Associations. We shall, of course, be 
guided entirely by your ultimate decision in the matter but 
would earnestly request you reconsider’.16

A letter arrived on his desk a couple of weeks later from 
Macfarlane. The Council, she told him, must abide by its 
original decision ‘that any such trophy, if deemed necessary, 
should be provided jointly by the two Associations concerned. 
... They feel that your Association will appreciate the position 
in which the Ladies’ Golf Union is placed, and trust that you 
will not further stress the point’.

Ramsay received a letter from Margaret Curtis in early 
March, asking, ‘Might we remind the LGU that we have the 
satisfaction of playing for a cup put up by Mr Cox of Edinburgh 
in our own [US Women’s Amateur] Championship, and that 
there is a real satisfaction in having one’s name inscribed on 
it’. Helen Corson had her own opinion: ‘Since the donating 
of the cup was a means to an end and not an end itself ’, she 
wrote Ramsay, ‘I am sure they would be more than happy 
to withdraw (now that the matches are a reality) if the cup 
causes embarrassment to anyone’. However, she added, 
women golfers would be disappointed if the cup was rejected 
‘because they believe that only by accepting it can they show 
their appreciation for what the Misses Curtis have done in 
promoting these matches’.17

Ramsay wrote to captain Marion Hollins saying he felt he 
had exhausted his ‘resources as a diplomat and I see nothing 
else to do except to accede to the wishes of our British friends’. 
After all the difficulties incurred in getting the matches started, 
he admitted how disappointing it would be ‘to have them get 
off on the wrong foot the very first year. However, it would be 
my hope that in the future the details can be worked out in a 
more satisfactory way’.18

At the end of March, Curtis wrote to Ramsay, saying she 
and sister Harriot felt that the offering of the ‘international 
cup’, should continue to be quietly pressed. It ‘was offered 
and mentioned to the LGU in 1927’, she said, ‘and since no 

The American team on board SS Berengaria
Image courtesy of the USGA
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objection was raised it was accepted as part of the scheme of the 
international matches’. She argued that it would be necessary 
to offer some explanation if they failed to give the cup: 

We cannot help hoping that the LGU will allow us the pleasure 
of putting up the cup – which was meant as a friendly gesture 
– and not risk placing themselves in what might be thought 
an ungracious position and us in a very embarrassing one.’19

Ramsay responded by saying, ‘I have exhausted my official 
diplomatic efforts and I am at a loss to know how I can press 
the matter any further in an official way’. He suggested that 
Curtis write unofficially to Miss Macfarlane, which she did. 
‘We are very much disappointed and troubled’ that the LGU 
was loathe to accept the cup, ‘as our object was to develop good 
fun and good feeling’. Macfarlane wrote back, stating that the 
Council regretted ‘very much that you should feel in anyway 
hurt over their refusal of your very kind offer to present a cup 
for the international matches’.20 The matter was left unsettled 
for the moment, as the matches went on.

In that same letter, Macfarlane also noted that the Council 
felt that it was too late to open further discussions regarding 
the inclusion of France and Canada in the matches, telling 
Curtis that if Marion Hollins wished to talk over the matter 
with LGU officials when she was in England, ‘we shall be glad 
to discuss what may be possible for a future occasion’. 

Logistics
Hollins’s first concern, however, was getting her team to 
England. The USGA originally allotted $650 for each player’s 
travel expenses, which Hollins thought a small amount for 
those who had to travel across the country. She stated as 
much in a letter to Prescott Bush, who wrote to her on the 
29th of January, saying the USGA agreed to increase the total 
allowance to $750. ‘We hope that your teammates will not 
consider us pecunious in this matter, but please bear in mind 
that the depression, which you no doubt have heard of by this 
time, has had a depressing effect on the finances of the USGA 
and it is necessary for us to conserve our expenditures as much 
as possible.’21

That the matches were even proceeding was an 
accomplishment, considering that in 1932 the unemployment 
rate in the US was 23%. Working men and women and their 
families were just trying to survive, while the wealthy, though 
having suffered financial losses, still had money to enjoy leisure 
activities, including golf. 

The team would leave New York on the 4th of May, travelling 
on the SS Berengaria. Included was first class passage, ‘all 
expenses while in England, including first class hotels, meals, 
private automobiles for daily use’, and a representative from 
the travel company ‘to attend to all details’. 

Arriving from the Boat Train at Waterloo Station
Image courtesy of the USGA
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The British team
They would meet a British team composed of: playing-captain 
Joyce Wethered, Diana Fishwick, Enid Wilson, Molly Gourlay, 
Wanda Morgan, Doris Park, Mrs JB Watson, and Elsie Corlett.22

Joyce Wethered, winner of the 1922, 1924, 1925, and 1929 
Ladies’ British Amateur, had the best swing in golf, according 
to Bob Jones. 

Diane Fishwick, whose golf was ‘far more effective than 
stylish’, as one writer put it, had beaten Glenna Collett for the 
1930 Ladies’ British Amateur, and would later win national 
titles in Germany, Belgium, Holland, and France.

‘The powerful, long hitting Enid Wilson, present British 
champion’, as one account described her, had been beaten 
by Helen Hicks in the semi-finals of the 1931 US Women’s 
Amateur, where Hicks beat Collett in the final. It was 
conjectured in the press that Wilson and Hicks might meet in 
the singles, which they did.23

Molly Gourlay won championships in England, France, 
Belgium, and Sweden, and was later England’s first woman golf 
course architect. 

Wanda Morgan was the current English champion, having 
lost the final of the 1931 British Ladies’ Amateur to Wilson, 
while 

Doris Park (daughter of Willie Park, Jr) had been runner-
up in the three previous Ladies’ Scottish Amateurs.

Mrs JB Watson was a four-time Scottish champion and the 
oldest player on either side at 43. 

Elsie Corlett, described as a ‘strong player who never has 
quite attained championship calibre’, would play again in 1938 
and serve as captain of the GB and Ireland side in 1964.24
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